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Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
Minutes 

of the meeting held 12 September 2017 
 

Present:   Cllrs Astley, Goode, Jayatillake, Lancashire & Pilbeam 
  and 
  Laurie Maxted & Jill Hinds from the Neighbourhood Plan Group 
 
NP10/17-18 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Anderson, Minns & Tremain 
 and  
 Alison Rowe from the Neighbourhood Plan Group 
 
NP11/17-18 Declarations of Interest 
  None 
 
NP12/17-18 Minutes 

The agreeing and signing of these minutes was deferred to the next meeting in 
October. 

 
NP13/17-18 Public Discussion 
  None present. 
 
NP14/17-18 General Update 

Laurie Maxted reported that they are now pushing ahead with developing the 
Objectives and Policies in detail.   Tasks have been allocated within the groups 
and volunteers to push this forward.  
 
 As had previously been discussed, the process was now at a stage where a 

member of the main Parish Council needs to be involved in reading over the draft 

documents, once they have been produced and passed through the Consultant, 

Ann Skippers, to ensure that they are in line with the Parish Council’s views and 

policies and to ensure that it reads in ‘one voice’ and in one linguistic style.  Cllr 

Jayatillake agreed to lead on this, with assistance from the Clerk and other 

Councillors, where needed. 

 It was noted that the appointment of Ann Skippers as Consultant had been 

agreed at the September Parish Council meeting, along with a budget of up to 

£3,600 for her fees and expenses.  The Clerk will liaise with Laurie Maxted re-

garding applications for grants to cover this technical support.  The Consultant 

will ensure that the content of the Neighbourhood Plan is compliant with the nec-
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essary planning documents at local, district and national level and assist with the 

content with a view to getting the Plan through to its conclusion. 

 A schedule is being put in place, with target dates for the different stages of the 

Plan, right through to the referendum, which will take statutory consultation peri-

ods into account with regard to timings.  It is being seen as especially important 

to produce the information around residents’ needs and requirements with regard 

to new housing – e.g. the type of housing stock being made available etc.  This 

information can then be used to liaise with developers across the village to en-

sure that they are aware of the type of housing required within this area.  This 

contact would be arranged by the Parish Council, as and when the time arises.  

With regard to this, Councillors asked that all members of the Neighbourhood 

Plan Group are reminded of the need for the Parish Council to lead on contact 

and liaison with outside organisations such as developers, which can be ar-

ranged via the Clerk.  

NP15/17-18 Policy Survey Report 
  This was received and noted by Councillors. 
 
NP16/17-18 Highways Issues 

 During the various consultations with residents, it is apparent that there is 
concern about traffic and congestion, especially with regard to the Station 
Road/High Street junction.  There is confusion around what has/has not been 
proposed by ECC or by developers.  Responses from the surveys shows concern 
and issues arising from the proposed expansion of the village in all areas.  
 

The ‘Moving Around’ section of the Plan needs to look at this area very carefully 

and input from the Parish Council was sought as to their views on which direction 

this section needs to steer in.  It was agreed that an overall policy along the lines 

that the best possible movement of traffic and pedestrians can be achieved, is 

needed, regardless of which proposed developments take place over time.  This 

should then establish the best policy reflecting the views of residents around in-

frastructure and traffic.  Laurie Maxted will send details on this through to the 

Clerk to pass on to Councillors. 

NP17/17-18 Finance 
▪ No expenditure was required to be agreed at this meeting. 

▪ Information regarding expenditure expected in the near future will be sent 
to the Clerk. 

 
NP18/17-18 Date of Next Meeting 
  16 October 2017 following the conclusion of the Planning Committee. 


