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What Does 
the Parish 
Council Do?

Represents and 
listens to the 
community

Meets as a 
Council or 

Committees to 
make decisions

Assists residents 
to access 

services and 
information

Provides 
community and 

permit car 
parking

Provides 
allotments

Looks after open 
spaces

Looks after 
children’s 

playgrounds

Represents the 
community on 

planning issues



Our Past 
Year’s 
Achievements …

Our work with the Coronavirus Support Group

Achieving the Local Council Foundation Award

Continuation of meetings and Council services through the pandemic

Fully let allotment site

Surfacing of the footpath adjacent to the primary school

Surfacing of the allotment car park and driveway

Ditch clearance works at Brockwell Meadows

Improved maintenance of the village – bins, litter picking, road sweeping, grass and vegetation cutting



Things on our 
Action Plan to 
do ...

Achieve the adoption of the Kelvedon Neighbourhood Plan

Continue to improve our open spaces

Complete the refurbishment of the Recreation Ground Play Equipment

Recruit two Community Special Constables

Monitor and respond to large scale Planning Proposals

Renovate the old finger post sign at the Station Road/High Street Junction

Achieve the Local Council Quality Award

Hold a Community ‘Thank You’ event 



Projects for 
Public 
Consultation

We have three key projects this year which 
we would like to hear your views on:

• Kelvedon Neighbourhood Plan

• Kingfisher Way Community Orchard

• Village Green Improvements



Neighbourhood 
Plan

A Neighbourhood Plan allows communities to determine and influence the type and nature of 
development they want to see in their area. Gaining support and active acceptance by the 
community through voting for the plan is crucial to its success.

The Neighbourhood Plan will be out to its final public consultation in May 2021.  All the 
information is on the Parish Council’s website at 
https://www.kelvedon.org.uk/neighbourhood-plan/ and the Neighbourhood Plan website at 
www.kelvedon-np.co.uk Have your say by commenting on its vision and policies for 
Kelvedon. We will advertise the dates of the consultation as soon as this is finalised.

Following this consultation, and an Independent Examination, the Plan will then be put to the 
vote in a village referendum, to agree to adopt it as part of Braintree District Council’s 
planning policy for Kelvedon.

https://www.kelvedon.org.uk/neighbourhood-plan/
http://www.kelvedon-np.co.uk/


Kingfisher 
Community 
Orchard

From apple days to sunny picnics to midwinter pruning parties – there are lots of ways for the 
community to take part in a Community Orchard, and for Kelvedon we are planning to establish 
a small orchard on the open space area behind Kingfisher Way and the primary school.  

You may have noticed that we have done some preliminary work to this space to open it up and 
set some wildflower borders, to encourage pollinators.  In the autumn, we are planning to plant 
varieties of apple tree which are traditionally native to Essex and put further initiatives in place to 
boost the biodiversity of the area.

This is all still very much in the planning stage.  A working design is shown on the next page to 
illustrate the idea and we would like to hear from you, to see if this is something that Kelvedon 
residents would like to have and be involved in.



New Orchard tree planting

Wildflowers planted for 
pollinators

Retained Hawthorn trees

New low earth mounds and 
stepping stones

New footpath

Kingfisher Way Community Orchard Proposals



Village Green 
Improvements

We are keen to improve the layout and accessibility of the village green – the area along the High Street which is 

home to our village sign and WWI Centenary bench.

Our plans are to arrange the benches together by create two small areas on hard standing, so they can be 

accessed all year round without walking across the grass. We are also looking at repositioning the village sign to 

make it more prominent and possibly commission some work to enhance the design. In addition, we are hoping to 

be able to accommodate a permanent position for the village’s Christmas Tree.

Shrubs and wildflower planting will be established around the edges of the grass and trees to boost the 

biodiversity of the area.  Other wildlife initiatives such as insect houses and bird boxes will also be installed. 

We are keen to hear your views on this project – the draft design is shown on the next page. Please let us 

know what you think. 



Repositioned benches with 
litter bin to create sociable 
spaces with space for 
wheelchair users with new 
hard paved surfaces

New shrub planting 

Areas for seasonal 
bedding plants

Repositioned and repainted Village 
sign

Remove badly formed trees 

Village Green Improvement Proposals



Parish Council
Finances

The Parish Council is funded directly from Council Tax and you can find out the 
amount you pay towards us on your Council Tax bill.  This income is called the 
‘precept’.  

The reasons for our part of the bill increasing or decreasing will depend on many 
factors.  The biggest factor over recent years is the decrease in other income 
received from the District and County Councils.  This is coupled with a continual 
reduction in services This means that to maintain services and to fund 
improvements for the village, we need to increase the precept, which we try to 
keep to a minimum.

The precept is used to look after and maintain the parish’s open spaces, trees, 
car parks, playgrounds and Brockwell Meadow. It also allows Councillors to 
represent the community on matters such as planning, roads, flooding, the waste 
incinerator and gravel quarry.



Income
Excluding the Precept, the main 

sources of the Parish Council’s 

income are the car parks and the 

investment of the proceeds from the 

sale of the Old Fire Station.  This 

capital is ringfenced for a future 

Community/Parish Building. 

Allotment rent and grants from 

Braintree District and Essex County 

Council grants make up the bulk of 

the balances. We receive grants 

towards street cleaning, grass 

cutting, maintenance of public rights 

of way and the emptying of litter and 

dog bins.

Car park income plummeted over 

the last year, due to the pandemic, 

which meant that loan repayments 

and other running costs for the car 

park needed more subsidy from the 

precept.



Spending
The maintenance of all of our grounds has 

been increased, and we have started 

implementing our 10 Year Management 

Plan for Brockwell Meadows.  This year saw 

the first phase of ditch maintenance take 

place, which will continue through its three-

year cycle over the next two years. 

Other projects carried out last year include 

surfacing the footpath alongside the primary 

school and the Stoney Flint Allotment car 

park, to reduce the puddles and mud and 

ensure they are fully accessible all year 

round.  

Tree maintenance is extremely important for 

public safety and is a major cost.  Annual 

surveys are carried out and maintenance is 

ongoing.

This year we will be focusing on moving 

ahead with some projects on our open 

spaces – the Village Green, the Kingfisher 

Way open space and the Recreation 

Ground play areas.



Council Tax
Band D 
Payments
We are required to show how much 

the precept will cost a property in 

Council Tax Band D. Using this 

reference point, we can show the 

actual monetary amount which is paid 

from the household and chart this 

against the previous year. 

This graph shows the current year 

against the last 2 years.  Although 

there has been a year-on-year 

increase, the actual additional 

monetary amount for a Band D 

property for 2021/22 is £4.93 for the 

year, or 9p per week.

A Band D property will pay £91.37 to the Parish Council in 2021/22.

This costs: Which is an increase on 2020/21 of:

£7.61 per month, or £4.93 for the year
£1.76 per week £0.09 per week



Finances 
2020/21

Current Account: £18,181

Deposit Account: £  2,798

Building Society Account: £75,496

TOTAL: £96,500

Balances at Financial Year End
The Parish Council’s bank account 
balances as at 31 March 2021 are 
as follows:

Grants and Community Funding 
Provided in 2020/21:

• Donation Towards Skip’s Memorial Bell

• Packhorse Bridge Society – Emergency Tree Work

• Kelvedon Community Association – Santa’s Grotto 

Presents

• Feering & Kelvedon Good Companions – Trips Out

• Kelvedon In Bloom – plants for village tubs

• Kelvedon & Feering Local History Museum –

Insurance

• Kelvedon Conservative Club – Donation for Clock 

Repair

• Kelvedon & Feering Garden Club – Flower Show



Contact

The Old Bank
63 High Street
Kelvedon
CO5 9AE

01376 570285

info@kelvedon.org.uk
www.kelvedon.org.uk

Chair: Cllr India Jayatillake
Clerk: Philippa Potter

Follow 

https://www.facebook.com/kelvedonparish

https://twitter.com/kelvedonparish

mailto:info@kelvedon.org.uk
http://www.kelvedon.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Kelvedonparish
https://twitter.com/kelvedonparish

